THE CONQUEST OP OLD AGE
None of the proudest descendants of the feudal barons
or reigning princes of the Middle Ages, whose pompous names
fill the records of Courts of Heraldry, can boast of a pedi-
gree like that of the potato tuber.
True,, the fame of the potato family is not so very an-
cient. It goes back only about four hundred years. In this,
the potato family cannot compete with those whose ancestors
were knighted by Frederick Barbarossa, or by Pep in the
Short. But the shortness of its fame is more than compensated
by the wonderful feats it has performed in all fields of the
globe.
The potato family appeared in the world arena in the
sixteenth century, when the Spanish Conquistadors were
drenching the land of the Indians with blood. It was
there, on the plateaus of the Cordilleras, that the European
invaders, greedily hunting for gold, heard about the un-
known plant, papa.
Several decades later a strange drawing in colours, brought
from across the Atlantic, amazed the savants in Europe who
were compiling catalogues of herbs.
Many more years were spent in hunting for potato tu-
bers. Admirals and pirates took part in this quest, but for
a long time the elusive quarry escaped the hunters. Ship
masters filled their holds with batatas, thinking they were
potatoes. Sir Walter Raleigh, adventurer, buccaneer and an
admiral of "Merry England," brought to that country, in
the time of Shakespeare and Queen Elizabeth, some Virgin-
ian openauks. He planted them in Ireland, thinking he
was planting potatoes.
Finally, two potato tubers found in Chile toured the
cities of Europe, meeting with numerous adventures on the
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